Politics in the Gilded Age

Politics were a very important part during the Gilded Age. As Usual there was a political party which had the advantage, and during this age the political party that had the advantage was the Republican Party. During the Gilded Age there were some troubles in farms. Due to the increase in farm production, an excess of crops developed, and prices fell. Machinery was expensive and so was shipping. Besides all this, farmers had to borrow large quantities of money. This problem had to be solved. Many people thought that neither the Republicans nor Democrats parties would be able to solve this problem.

The Grange was founded by Oliver H. Kelly in 1867; it was a very influential organization. It organized cooperatives.

Farmers wanted inflation, they thought this way the prices they received would increase, and it would make it easier to pay off their loans, but they didn’t realize that inflation would also have an effect on the goods they needed.

Although farmers protested against the withdrawal of greenbacks, the Greenback party managed to convince the congress to halt the withdrawal of the greenbacks.

In 1880 there was a presidential election; James A Garfield won the election, becoming the 20th President of the US.

In July 2, 1881 President Garfield was shot by Charles J. Guiteau. Vice President, Chester Arthur, became president after Garfield’s death.

There were new Presidential elections in 1884. James G. Blaine was nominated by the Republican Party and the Democrats nominated Grover Cleveland.

Grover Cleveland won this election, and that way he became the dirt Democrat to win the Presidency after the Civil War.
There was an increase in the number of factory workers during the Age of Industry.

In 1886 the Democratic Party nominated President Cleveland for the second term, the Republicans nominated General Benjamin Harrison. 

Benjamin Harrison became the 23rd President of the US.

Washington, the Dakotas, Idaho, Montana, Wyoming and Utah joined the Union during Harrison’s Presidency.

In 1889 there was a land rush for the Oklahoma territory; nearly 100,000 people went to Oklahoma.

In May 31,1889 a dam on the Conemaugh River, in Pennsylvania, gave way upstream because of heavy rains. More than 5,000 people died in this disaster.

Wyoming was the first state to grant women full political privileges. By 1896 women had the right to vote in the states of Colorado, Utah and Idaho. Many other states later did the same.

In the 1890s the farmers Alliance joined with several labor groups to organize the Populist Party. The centerpiece of the Populist program was the free silver movement.

The Populist platform was perhaps the first widespread political expression of the idea that the government can solve practically all problems.

The election of 1892 was won by Grover Cleveland; he became the only President to serve two terms not in direct succession with each other.

Many black American in the South suffered after the Reconstruction of 1877. Southern Democrats regained control of their states, and the began to take away the civil rights of the black people because many of them had supported the Republican party.

Segregation began to be enforced in Southern states, and in 1896 the Suprebe Court declared it legal.

William McKinley became President in 1896. William Jennings Bryan, who was nominated by the Republicans, was one of the greatest orators in American History, he had a powerful voice.

The Gold standard Act, passed by Congress in 1900 made gold the only standard for monetary value.

Arts in the Gilded Age

Art also took place during the Gilded Age, Luisa May Alcott wrote Little Women and other literary works that taught the importance of family and moral living.

Mark Twain was the most famous author of the period.

The best-selling novels during this period were “Ben-Hur” and “In His Steps”.

Walt Whitman was known for his poems about energy and hopes of the American worker.

Emily Dickson was also a very famous author. James Whit was known as “the Hoosier Poet” and “the Poet of the Common People”.

The naturalistic writers were the ones that believed in evolution.

Art galleries were opened in cities; this had a great effect on many Americans, the gained new appreciation for arts.

The most famous painters of the period were: Winslow Homer, James Whistler, John Singer Sargent, Frederic Remington, Nathaniel Currier and James Merritt Ives.

Symphony orchestras appeared during this Age. 

John Philip Sousa conducted the most popular marching band. 

Iza Sankey, P.P.Bliss and Fanny Crosby produced many new hymns in the 1800s.

The Gilded Age Made the US an economic world power, encouraging missionary activity, evangelist campaigns and social reform. The Spanish-American war gained for the US international recognition as a world power.
